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T;!|i r    :;'.'                           boon  informed  of the  time  when   1   \\ould   reach   \Ya >.hin.v.ton  and
|i|fl:   :»"                           requested that  no step should be taken in the matter hi-fore  I  had
|:|t<3 !  !"                            been consulted; hence the postponement of the choice of committees
^||-r;    ' !                            and (.he application  for (he present  interview.    l)efi'rmincd on the
|tr'''      '                            instant, that;  I   would, under no cireunr-tan»%e--, be  a  party  to any
fLp'-     "•                            such  arrangement, with  Mr.   \Ychstcr,   I   did  not   .-top  to  ask   Mr.
^k    .                               (irtindy  for (ho, grounds of his belief in the practicability of the.
^jf|,.                                    scheme proposed or oven to <i;ivo him an opportunity to ;is ij.ni (hem
i\K''I    '                                but. proceeded to state, at some leiiL'lh, the principle, and con -idem-
]fe, .;    • ,                             (ions upon  which   1   felt   constrained  to oppo o  it.     Sati lied, as I
'iF;-       :                            declared myself to be, that  Mr. ({rundy would be a . little favorable,
fis-l.    "•                            as I could be (o a political coalition with Mr. \Yeh-ter 1 \\onld not
•"•'•'•   .                               say a. word on (hat  point but would limit myself to an attempt to
If-'••                                   convince  him   that,   no  arrangement   like   (hat   ••n^:iv .fed,   however
f-'-i',           •                          plausibly   (fevised  or caiitioti-.ly  <j.uardod, could  be  carried  out   in
i|   -                                    the. Chen excited slate of public feelini:1 without evpo in," the (Jeneral
if   ;       •                             and his adminislration to the suspicion of beina' di po »-d to  favor
J. :':'                                   such a coaliiioti, and to impress him with a leti-e of the advantage.
•  Vi           .                          which Mr. Clay would derive, from bcin^ fund -bed  \\ith materials :r.;-                                    to spriiii!,1 such a mine upon us,    I dwelt on t he antaironi fie po.it ions ;   •';                                    which (he President, and Mr. \\'eb..ter had alway    occupied, in time ?•   :                                    of ))eaet>. and in lime of war, and e^peciallx  in relation to the bank ',    '<                                    which we all knew wotdd he the principal subject  of the ; e   ion  -••
•           >                             the former the disinterested and feai'le-s opponent of that  powerful '' ',                                    insfitulion,   \\"iJlini>;  to  hra\'e   it.   immen e  .strength   from   motive:-;
!                                    exclusively of a. public and patriotic character \\htl f I he latter was
!                                    roii'ardod by all sides as one of if; mo -t   mi cruptdoiH , upportejs;
',      >                              on (be confusion 'and con etjiient ;darm \sith \\hieh -ueh a conjune-
;                                    (ion as was indicated wotdd I'd! the mind- of the friend, who had
;          ,                           thus far sustained the (Jeneral with -o much firmnc   ; a-, (he po . Jble
-'.j   • *                              forernnuei1 of an ultimate. . nrrender of the catt-e in uli'u-h ihe\   had
;     ,                               made *xreat .sacritices and in which they were rentt\  to make greater
. C-                                  still.     I  admitted, in their hroade t  latitude, the trouble, that   uere
ahead, (ho certain severity of the strufjjflo, but  declared that   I,  for
'                               one, was prepared  for it  and would enter upon it   in the full con vidion that  (he people, if nothing occurred (o blunt   their ardour
.   "                               or to raise a douhl of the purity and di<interes{edne  ; of (he Hen-
craTs aims, in which they now implicitly confided, would earn* uW
:' .                                as on many previous oetuuskmB thuy had carried u>, triumphantly
thro" (he crisis,
;.     »•                                   I only attempt, to recall tlio outline of my remarks.    The  Presi-
.""   • ^                               dent, after introducing: (he snbjoci, as  I  have said, concisely  hill.
I,   • '.                               with wimple directness and unreserve, took no further part  until  I
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